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[0009] 

By employing the above-described structure wherein a heat generating portion 
is brought into contact with an oxygen sensing element at their lateral sides, 
generated heat of a heater is directly transferred from the heat generating portion of 
a heating element to the oxygen sensing element via a contact potion. Additionally, 
radiated heat in the vicinity of the contact portion can be effectively used for 
warming up the oxygen sensing element. Thus, it becomes possible to promptly 
warm up the oxygen sensing element. The activation time of the sensor can be 
shortened. 




